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BCPG

Health news

Vacancy: Steering Group member

Ludlow hospital update
As reported in the local press, the Board of the
Shropshire Clinical Commissioning Group (SCCG)
held a well organised, conducted and attended
extraordinary public meeting on Ludlow new
hospital fundings. The Board members decided
unanimously that, given their county-wide financial
responsibilities, it should not fund the (lately)
identified annual revenue shortfall of £1.1m. By way
of example, £1.1m pa is the equivalent expenditure
to provide 22 District Nurses and their ‘on costs’.

BCPG Steering Group is currently one member
short of its preferred membership of nine. If you
would like to be a member of the Steering Group
and are interested in the future of health service
provision in Bishop’s Castle, can attend monthly
afternoon meetings, are able to support the Steering
Group’s commitment to impartiality in the current
situation and can contribute to discussion and action
in supporting the aims of BCPG, please let us know
(contact details overleaf).

Steering Group members are also involved with
BCPG Task Groups. At present there are three Task
Groups: Communications, Community Services and
NHS Changes. If you are interested in joining one of
the Task Groups, again, please contact us.
Bishop’s Castle Medical Practice

In light of a number of enquiries about Bishop’s
Castle Medical Practice, BCPG can confirm that a
further attempt at mediation has been entered into
by the partners under the guidance of NHS England.
The Patients Group is hopeful of a timely resolution
to the current situation involving the partners. In the
meantime, the present arrangements for health care
in Bishop’s Castle will continue unchanged.
Patient pamphlets
Don’t forget that BCPG has produced a series of
information pamphlets which can be accessed on
the website. Printed copies can be picked up in the
surgery waiting room. Current titles include:
• GP appointments
• Repeat prescriptions
• Community Services Network
• Pharmacy services
• Comments
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The SCCG Board allowed and addressed a range
of questions from those present and those who had
written in advance. This event, responsively and
quickly organised, is a further example of the SCCG
involving their patients in important matters and we
welcome this like a summer breeze!
The matter will now be the main focus of the
Shropshire Community Health Trust’s board
meeting on September 19th at Ludlow racecourse.

News from Coverage Care Services,
Stone House

The home has just taken delivery of a new mini bus,
purchased partly with a generous donation from
Bishop’s Castle League Of Friends. Our service
users are looking forward to trips out and about.

On the 1st September, we held a very successful
fete which raised over £450 for comforts fund. The
entertainment was provided by local band ‘Anything
Goes’ and was enjoyed by all.
At present we have vacancies for long stay, private
respite and day-care patients on Tuesdays.
Please phone Keturah Bloor for details on 01588
638487.
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News from the Bishop’s Castle Medical Practice (BCMP)

As of 1st September this year all patients aged 70 (born between 2/9/1942 and 1/9/1943 inc.) and all patients
aged 79 (born between 2/9/1933 and 1/9/1934 inc.) will be eligible to have the shingles vaccination- Zostavax.
All eligible patients will receive a letter inviting them to a clinic to have the vaccination.
This year all children aged 2 and 3 years on 1/9/2013 will be offered Fluenz nasal spray suspension ’flu
vaccination. Any children aged 4–18 with serious long term medical conditions will also be offered the
vaccination. All those eligible will recieve a letter inviting them to a clinic to have the vaccination.

’Flu clinics will be scheduled for early October for all patients over 65 and any patients under 64 with serious
long-term medical conditions, as well as for carers. Over 65-year-olds will not receive an invitation: clinic
dates will be advertised and you just need to turn up on one of the days for the vaccination.

News from the Community Hospital

We are in the process of creating an outdoor activity area at Bishop’s Castle Community Hospital. We
wanted to create a recreational area that would have the ‘wow’ factor and that would benefit the residents
and patients who require rehabilitation. It will be space for patients to optimise their strength, function and,
most importantly, confidence in a safe environment, enabling them to resume their normal activities.

The area will have three pieces of equipment: ‘shoulder wheel’; ‘twist and step’ and ‘air walker’. These
pieces of equipment will enable patients to develop and improve balance and coordination. They will also
provide gentle exercise for fitness and encourage patients to seek fitness programmes once they leave hospital.
The area will be completed with benches and a picnic table in bright colours.

We are all very excited about this project and look forward to the patients, residents, friends and family
enjoying this part of the garden.

Shropshire accident and emergency (A&E) service

The initial flurry of concerns about the future of Shropshire’s A&E provision will now be considered by way
of a full consultation by Shrewsbury and Telford NHS Trust (SaTH) on this vital service.

As often, there are conflicting influences: increased demand at the time of constrained resources and staffing.
Demand has increased because a) a number of patients have not registered with a GP practice; b) A&E is
being used for ‘out of hours’ care (when ‘Shropdoc’ should be contacted); c) some GP practices are not
conducting home visits to patients; d) A&E in some cases is nearer than the GP surgery; e) it is being used as
a ‘first aid’ resource and for trivial matters.

The Shropshire Patients Group, on which the BC Patients Group is represented, will be fully involved in this
review to try to ensure that the highest quality A&E services continue for accidents and emergencies, and that
other demands are met appropriately elsewhere.

Social Cycling Club

Grange Road Community Centre will be starting a social cycling club during September when funding has
been secured for the cycles. The club will be called Pedal To Health and will organise short rides around
the area starting and finishing at the community centre. The rides will be led by two ride leaders who will
organise the rides to suit the capabilities of the riders. The funding is provided by the Shropshire Local Joint
Committees (LJC) and Shropshire Sustainable Transport and will include six new cycles and a steel shed for
storage. More information is available from Jeremy Hall on 07967 306615.

Contact details

How to contact BCPG:
•	in writing – to the Bishop’s Castle Patients Group, The Bishop’s Castle Medical Practice,
School House Lane, Bishop’s Castle, SY9 5ER or via the ‘drop box’ at the practice
•	by telephone – 07967 306615 (office hours, M–F)
• by email – BCPatientsGroup@gmail.com

